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After 10 years since the beginning of the activities of the UNISCAPE Network in support of 
the principles of the European landscape Convention, the academic institutions at the 

higher level engaged themselves to start a process leading to the presentation of a 
common declaration, with the aim to encourage greater attention to the societal 

importance of Landscape in Higher Education in Europe and to emphasize their firm 
commitment to a coordinated trans-disciplinary approach to Landscape research and 

education.



EUROPEAN LANDSCAPE CONVENTION

Florence, 20 October 2000



ARTICLE 6 – SPECIFIC MEASURES

A - Awareness-raising 

Each Party undertakes to increase awareness among the civil society, private organisations, 
and public authorities of the value of landscapes, their role and changes to them.

B  - Training and education

Each Party undertakes to promote:

a) training for specialists in landscape appraisal and operations;

b) multidisciplinary training programmes in landscape policy, protection, 
management and planning, for professionals in the private and public sectors and for 
associations concerned;

c) school and university courses which, in the relevant subject areas, address the 
values attaching to landscapes and the issues raised by their protection, management 
and planning.
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BASIC PRINCIPLES AND REQUIREMENTS IN LANDSCAPE EDUCATION
(from Landscape in Higher Education. A UNISCAPE proposal for CoE recommendation, 2015)

On this basis, we, the Rectors, Vice-Rectors and delegates intend to reiterate here three

basic founding principles of Higher Education in Landscape proposed by UNISCAPE and

based on the European Landscape Convention and reference documents:

1. TRANSDISCIPLINARITY

2. INTEGRATION OF DEDUCTIVE AND NORMATIVE APPROACHES

3. LANDSCAPE BASED COLLECTIVE



We also suggest that Landscape Education and Training respond to the following
Requirements:

1) A comprehension among the teaching staff of the challenges of teaching landscape in an 
integrated way is a first prerequisite of properly addressing the challenges of future;

2)  LANDSCAPE TEACHINGS should be based on proper observation of the natural and
cultural landscape features in the field, and study of the perceived values. This should
preferably be practiced in real life examples of concrete landscape interpretations and
projects, including analysis, diagnosis, landscape quality objectives definition, vision
development, design and management guidelines (ELC, Art. 6);

3. LANDSCAPE EDUCATION implies putting forward a perceptive, sensorial and existential
reading and interpretation of landscape along with geographical, economical,
ecological, morphological and historic-cultural landscape analysis, and synthesising
the results of these approaches into a suitably site-specific forward looking project to
protect, transform or manage it, in an effective and sustainable way.



4. LANDSCAPE TEACHINGS in higher education should start from the premise that the
landscape is a basic element contributing to the sense of belonging, to people’s
identity. The pursuit of this identity concept allows identification of the competences to use
the cultural dimension of the landscape as a key element in the construction of a
collective vision of landscape futures.

5. LANDSCAPE EDUCATION AND TRAINING should enhance the requirements of sustainable
development and ecological soundness, integrating abiotic, biotic and cultural functions
for the sake of biological and cultural diversity, in the natural, rural urban, periurban
areas, in the land, inland water and marine areas, and along the coasts (ELC, Art.2).

6. THE EDUCATION in assessing “intangible” landscape values historically sedimented
and recently perceived is crucial to define the identity of the landscape.

7. LANDSCAPE EDUCATION should pay due attention to the notion of collective space, and to
the debate about landscape as a common good, accommodating both public and private
ownership of the land. Methods and work forms should be promoted to create landscapes
allowing a sense of “living together”.



WE, THEREFORE, AGREE TO TAKE THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

1. INTEGRATE Landscape issues and the dimension of Landscape 

into each field and discipline of Higher Education in our 

Universities;

2. ENCOURAGE all Universities in our Countries to engage in 

Landscape Higher education and training;

3. COLLABORATE in fostering national awareness of Landscape 
topics in University networks and Councils of Rectors.


